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RAB/16/10
Royal Bath & West Showground, Shepton Mallet
An Archaeological Desktop Assessment
By
R. A. Broomhead BA
Field Archaeologist
1.0.0 Introduction
1.0.1 Information is being sought by Rapleys Planning Consultants on behalf of the
Royal Bath and West Society regarding the potential archaeological issues which
may arise to effect future improvements and new development upon the
established showground site near Shepton Mallet in Somerset. This desktop
assessment forms an initial phase of any archaeological examination of the site
and was conducted on behalf of Rapleys by R. A. Broomhead acting as
Archaeological Consultant during April 2010.
2.0.0 Aims and Methodology.
2.0.1 In line with both local plan policy and national archaeological policy the aims of
this assessment are to identify the likely character, extent, quality and worth of
the known or potential archaeological resource within the assessment area. The
work was conducted in two phases comprising:‐
2.0.2 A preliminary phase of data collection including:‐
i.)

The collection of historical and topographical data from published and
unpublished sources including County Archives.

ii.)

The collection of existing archaeological data. Primarily that contained
within the Somerset Sites & Monuments Record (SMR) but also
appropriate museum records and other material acquired or collected by
local research groups.

iii.)

A site visit to examine the current state of the assessment area.

2.0.3 A desktop assessment comprising the correlation of all gathered evidence and
report presentation under the site code RAB/16/10.
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3.0.0 The Assessment Site.
3.0.1 The assessment site lies 2km to the south of Shepton Mallet across the boundary
between the parishes of Doulting and Evercreech and is centred at ST63233985.
The Showground occupies an area of approximately 86ha (211a) and stands at
between 80m OD in the south and 125m OD in the north. 50% of the site is
currently given over to show‐rings, Display Halls, offices and other buildings with
extensive hard standing and metalled or gravelled trackways interspersed with
mown and very compacted grassed areas. The northern part of the site is marked
by pasture rising relatively steeply to an escarpment of quarried lias and has in
part been subject to disturbance by usage as a dirt racing track. The eastern
boundary of the site is defined by the modern A371, a former turnpiked road
between Shepton and Castle Cary, encompassing in the north east buildings
comprising part of the hamlet of Prestleigh. The western boundary of the site is
largely a modern construct. The site as it stands does not lie in any locally defined
area of High Archaeological Potential. The British Geological Survey shows the
entire site to be underlain by Lower Lias clays and Limestone of the Jurassic
Period.

Figure 1 Site Location
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4.0.0 Archaeological & Documentary Evidence
4.1.0 Existing Archaeological Evidence
4.1.1 There is no indication that the assessment area has been subject to any prior
archaeological investigation. Enquiries directed to the county SMR have shown
there to be no scheduled monuments on or in close proximity to the site nor any
record of any significant archaeological finds within it with the exception of a
limekiln (PRN23413) at ST63233985 which is no longer extant. The SMR notes only
13 sites, finds or events within 500m of the assessment area of which the majority
are post medieval, however there are two records of prehistoric material being
found during fieldwalking just west of the site (PRN14773 and PRN25728) and a
Romano‐British burial has been exhumed less than 200m to the east (PRN23410).
The sites proximity to the Fosse Way (PRN55101) 300m to the west is also
significant. Increasing the search radius to 1km of the site raises the number of
sites, finds and events to over to over 60 and includes the recently discovered
Romano‐British settlement at Shepton Mallet (Scheduled Monument 22803)
together with a a dense cluster within the village of Evercreech. Brief details of
these sites are noted in Appendix 1.

Figure 2 SMR Detail. Recorded Sites, Events & Findspots within 1km
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4.2.0 The Historic Background
4.2.1 Evidence of prehistoric activity within 500m of the showground is limited to a
small number of finds and in essence is indicative only of the activities of local
researchers. Worked flints of the Neolithic period have been found in fields to the
west but may only be representative of several thousand years of intermittent and
probably transient human activity. As populations increased and agriculture
expanded so evidence for permanent occupation within the area become more
robust. Sites of both Bronze Age and Iron Age settlement have been recovered
during excavations prior to road works at Canard’s Grave and adjacent to Fosse
Lane less than 1km to the north of the showground and whilst overall settlement
density during these periods remains unknown, Iron Age material has frequently
been recovered from later and more easily recognised Romano‐British sites
suggesting occupation to be widespread and the population relatively high..
During the later prehistoric period, as pressure on land increased, tribal
distinctions based on territories almost certainly developed. Archaeological
evidence would indicate that Hillforts which first made their appearance as
defended enclosures in the later Bronze Age developed new importance both as
tribal centres and proto‐towns exerting considerable influence over much of their
surrounding landscapes. Contextually, the site of the showground would appear to
fall within the theoretical influence of the Maesbury Castle Hillfort to the north
during the middle or later Iron Age but may have been subject to the influence of
the earlier Smalldown Hillfort to the east during the later Bronze and early Iron
Age (Burrow; 1981). It is thus perhaps significant that the showground stands
astride the later parish boundary between Doulting and Evercreech which, though
conditioned to the west by the course of the Roman Fosse Way suggesting a
relatively late creation may in places represent a far earlier landscape division.
Should this be the case then such boundaries have often been found to be subject
to ritualistic activity including votive deposition and burial.
4.2.2 It is almost certain that following the invasion of AD43 the Romans inherited both
a well populated and well exploited landscape (Leech; 2001). The showground site
lies firmly within the early militarised zone established following the conquest
across which the Fosse Way was established to supply army garrisons and to move
troops. The sites proximity to the this road, the recovery of a Romano‐British
burial to the east, the presence of a potential villa at Lower Easton Farm to the
south west together with evidence of fairly dense occupation in this area and the
existence of a small Roman town adjacent to Fosse Lane in Shepton Mallet to the
north are all indicative of the continued and potentially expanded exploitation of
the landscape during the first three centuries of the first millennium AD. The
Romano‐British landscape was largely agrarian and agriculture was labour
intensive. Settlements where identified tend to be frequent and commonly
distributed between 500m and 1km and thus the density of finds to the south of
the showground may perhaps more accurately reflect the settlement distribution
of the time. The possibility of Romano‐British remains within the proposal area
cannot therefore be discounted however as for the prehistoric period, such
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remains are unlikely to be visible as surface features and may only be detected as
random finds in fieldwalking, by remote sensing or excavation.
4.2.3 As in many places, direct archaeological evidence for the nature of the post‐
Roman landscape is rare or non‐existent. Landscape continuity can only be
assumed but in view of the known political and social instability of the period
some retraction and settlement abandonment must be envisaged. By the mid 9th
century however the lands comprising Doulting parish were in the monastic
ownership of Glastonbury and those of Evercreech in the hands of the Bishop of
Bath and Wells. Domesday makes it evident that both Doulting and Evercreech
were productive manors with high plough levels, plentiful meadow and significant
stock (Thorn & Thorn; 1980). Medieval pottery scatters where identified tend to
follow the modern distribution of isolated farmsteads and small hamlets or
villages and are probably reflective of the settlement pattern of the late pre
conquest and early medieval periods suggesting that throughout the medieval
period the land upon which the showground has been established comprised
productive farmland.
4.3.0 Documentary Evidence
4.3.1 Original historical documents relating to the area are currently unavailable as the
County Records Office is undergoing major reorganisation. The A2A database
indicates that pre 19th century mapping exists covering both the Parish of Doulting
and Evercreech and these should be consulted when again possible. Similarly
whilst poor photocopies of the relevant 19th century Tithe Maps of the two
parishes have been obtained (Figures 3 & 4) their associated Awards giving field
names and other potentially useful information cannot currently be utilised. That
being said, a study of the Tithe and early Ordnance Survey maps confirms the
pattern of enclosure visible on later aerial photographs and identifies the linear
development of Prestleigh along the course of the present A371 where buildings
still extant are shown to have been in existence by 1840. Quarrying has formed an
important component of Doulting’s economy since the medieval period but it is
uncertain whether the lias quarries lying along the northern boundary of the site
were being worked in the 19th century. A building shown on the Doulting Tithe
map (No.25) with a circular feature to its rear is recorded as a limekiln and noted
as such in a recent history of Doulting Parish (Seal; 1993). However whilst a
structure is shown in the same location on the first edition Ordnance Survey of
1886 it is not referenced as such unlike those further to the south and is not now
visible on the ground (Figure 5). The only available documentary evidence for
quarrying remains the Ordnance Survey which shows both a quarry and kilns to
the west of the A371. These kilns survived the initial creation of the showground
but have now been totally removed and the quarry largely levelled.
4.3.2 20th century map data shows little change in the landscape prior to the acquisition
of the land by the Society in 1963. In the following twelve months “Two miles of
hedges were ripped out, two and a half miles of land drainage laid, a mile of new
boundary fence laid, one and a half miles of water‐mains installed and 15,000
6

square yards of macadam laid”. The creation of the new showground and its
ongoing and continuing development has irivocably altered the appearance of the
historic landscape although its effect on any potential sub‐surface archaeology is
currently unknown.

Figure 3: Doulting Tithe Map (1840) with Assessment Site Shown
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Figure 4: Evercreech Tithe Map (1840) with portion of the Assessment Site Shown
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Figure 5; OS First Edition 1886 with site shown
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4.4.0 Aerial Photographic Evidence
4.4.1 Three sets of aerial photograps were consulted including post war aerial
photographs taken by the RAF in early 1946, the Hunting Survey verticals of 1977
and SCC colour verticals of 1981. The usefulness of the latter two sets has largely
been negated by the development of the showground however the post war RAF
vericals are most useful in confirming the existance of field boundaries depicted
by the Tithe and early Ordnance Survey maps but which have since been removed.
(Figure 6)
4.4.2 The aerial photographs give no indication of any significant settlement within the
limits of the showground and whilst a number of features are visible these relate
largely to agricultural activity and also suggest fairly extensive quarrying. Table 1
lists those features visible on the RAF verticals but omits clearly definable land
drainage.

Number
1

2

3

4
5
6

7

8
Unnumbered

Description
Probable quarry features. Only the most southerly of these can
positivly be identified from map evidence and none are now
clearly visible on the ground. 1A, B & C show as barely visible
breaks of slope or areas of slight disturbance. 1D is now only
roughly defined by its northern boundary. Acquisition of field
name evidence may assist in identification.
Lime Kilns or associated structures. 2A shown on Tithe and early
OS but no longer extant. Area disturbed by dirt track. 2B, kilns
shown on OS and removed since creation of showground.
Possible small platform, structure or building. Its position may
indicate a further lime kiln. Not currently visible on the ground.
Map evidence may assist identification.
Plough ridges and/or early drainage
Series of field boundaries or plough ridges which appear to cross
line of A371 suggesting late creation of this structure.
Possible trackway or holloway not clearly definable on the ground
but leading to area of confused drainage/plough rides/enclosures
in west
Area of confused drainage/plough rides/enclosure. No buildings or
structures definable but may indicate occupation. Map evidence
may assist identification but area now considerably disturbed by
excavation for dirt track obstacles. No archaeological material
visible in disturbed soils.
Linear embankment. Marked as ‘footpath’ on OS 1886.
Field boundaries not shown on currently available mapping

Table 1: Features Identified on RAF Vertical Aerial Photography (Figure 6)
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Figure 6: Interpretation of aeriel photographic evidence
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5.0.0 Site Inspection
5.0.1 A site visit was made in good weather conditions on the 21st April 2010 and a
photographic record made. No evidence of any significant archaeological activity
was noted although traces of several former field boundaries remain visible as
breaks of slope. The limekiln recorded upon the SMR adjacent to the A371 is no
longer extant although the field within which it lay still bares some slight traces of
the quarrying which occured here. Should any other archaeology have existed
here however it is highly probable it would have been destroyed. No
archaeological features or earthworks were detectable in other fields adjacent to
the A371 which for the most part comprise heavily compacted pasture. No
archaeology is visible within the showground areas or those areas currently built
upon nor could any features be identifed within the less disturbed pasture at the
northern end of the showground. Only the abandoned and overgrown quarry face
which comprises the northern boundary survives to attest to significant human
activity.

6.0.0 Summary & Conclusions
6.0.1 The desktop assessment has established the following principle points:
i.

That the site under consideration lies outside all specified areas of High
Archaeological Potential and contains no Scheduled Ancient Monuments. A
single site recorded upon the County Sites and Monuments Record is no
longer extant. There is however record of a number of significant
archaeological sites within 1km of the showground.

ii.

That the assessment site lies within a landscape that has almost certainly
been exploited by man since prehistory wherein sites or findspots of the
prehistoric and Romano‐British periods may reasonably be expected to
occur. Such remains are by virtue of their nature not necessarily visible as
surface features.

iii.

That the assessment site is bisected by a parish boundary. Such features
hold an important position in the human development of the landscape
and may often be based on early territorial divisions. Parish boundaries
have sometimes been known to be marked by archaeological deposits
including burials, votive deposits or boundary markers.

iv.

That in the recent historic past, the assessment area has principally
comprised arable or pasture land, and been subject in part to extensive
quarrying. There is currently no visible indication of any significant
archaeological structures within it.

6.0.2 Both County and Local District Planning Policy accept the need to preserve the
country’s archaeological resource where possible and note the importance of
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potential archaeological sites which have yet to be identified. This research has
demonstrated that there is indeed an archaeological potential within the
proposed development area.
6.0.3 Those archaeological and potential archaeological features whose existence has
been positively confirmed by means of available information are not on the basis
of current evidence considered to be of major significance. In this respect, the
archaeological potential of the assessment area is low.
6.0.4 The site covers an extensive area. But significant areas of the site have produced
no visible indication of archaeological features although the available evidence
suggests they may be common but masked by later development or agricultural
activity. This would be particularly relevant with regards prehistoric, Romano‐
British or post Roman occupation which may be widespread but currently remains
undetected. In this respect the archaeological potential of the assessment area
must be considered high.
6.0.5 The full value of the possible archaeological resource within the assessment area
cannot be fully elucidated by means of a desktop study alone. This study of the
site must therefore be considered as a provisional step in understanding the
archaeological potential of the area and in fully assessing the possible impact of
any proposed development.

7.0.0 Mitigation Strategy
7.1.0 Identified Archaeology
7.1.2 Whilst the archaeology that has been identified by this study is not considered to
be of major significance, its nature is not entirely clear and thus such features as
have been identified should be sampled were they to be subject to disturbance by
any proposed development. On the basis of the available evidence it is felt that
such sampling may adequately be undertaken by means of an archaeological
watching brief during any development phases which affect these features or their
immediate environs.
7.2.0 Potential Archaeology
7.2.1 The potential for significant archaeological features of the prehistoric, Romano‐
British and later periods within those extensive areas obscured by the
development of the showground or which have otherwise provided negative
evidence during the course of this study cannot be discounted. A program of
works should therefore be undertaken to confirm or otherwise establish the
absence of such features prior to any development. It is recommended that such
areas and in particular, those areas of proposed development should be subject to
geophysical survey utilising resistivity, magnetometery or ground based radar as
appropriate. The former techniques are particularly useful upon rural sites where
13

archaeological remains such as pits, ditches, walls or other structures survive
below pasture or ploughland and are otherwise undetectable. The latter may be
utilised in areas of hard standing or tarmacadam. In the light of positive evidence
such a survey may be combined with a program of evaluation trenching or test
pitting as deemed appropriate.
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Appendix 1: SMR Detail. Recorded Sites, Events & Findspots 500m – 1km.
PRN
14568
14569
14772
14773
14774
23410
23413
23415
23416
23421
23423
25728
29152
55101
11677
12222
12223
12224
12225
14582
14768
14769
14770
14775
14781
15052
15053
15054
15055
16121
16904
17282
17290
17292
17741
17889

Description
Sites & Findspots up to 500m
Milepost, north of Wayside Farm, Evercreech
Milepost, north of Horsehill Farm, Evercreech
Chapel Paddock, Bagborough House, Evercreech
Prehistoric finds, north of Bagborough House,
Evercreech
Medieval Finds, Horsehill farm, Evercreech
Roman burial, Prestleigh
Lime kiln, SW of Prestleigh
Mill, Mill House Farm, Prestleigh
Lime kiln, Beard Hill, Doulting
Lime kiln, Beard Hill, Doulting
Chapel site, Prestleigh
Neolithic flint finds, NW of Higher Bagborough
Eighteenth Century Turnpike Road, Prestleigh to
Milton Bridge
Fosse Way Roman Road
Sites & Findspots 500m ‐ 1km
Watching brief (2001), Cannard's Farm,
Shepton Mallet
Fieldwalking (1995), S of Lower Easton Farm,
East Pennard
Fieldwalking (1995), E of Lower Easton Farm, East
Pennard
Fieldwalking (1995), SE of Lower Easton Farm,
East Pennard
Fieldwalking (1995), S of Lower Easton Farm,
East Pennard
Wesleyan Methodist Church, Evercreech
Medieval Finds, The Old Orchard, Evercreech
Medieval and Post Medieval Finds, south of Bruton
Road, Evercreech
Prehistoric, Roman and Medieval Finds, south of
Evercreech Park Farm, Evercreech
Medieval finds, south of Maes Down Farm,
Evercreech
Prehistoric and Post Medieval Finds, North of
Springfield House, Evercreech
Fieldwalking (c1995), East Pennard
Roman villa, S of Lower Easton Farm, East Pennard
Shrunken settlement, Lower Easton Farm,
East Pennard
Medieval and post‐medieval cottage site, S of
Lower Easton Farm, East Pennard
Ward's Silk Factory, Evercreech
Evaluation (2003), Land Adjoining Oxford Street,
Evercreech
Milepost, A372, Doulting
Milepost, Bruton Road, Evercreech
Milepost, A371, Evercreech
Almshouses, Church View, Evercreech
Circular earthwork, E of Pylle
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Type

Period

Site
Site
Site
Find

Post‐medieval
Post‐medieval
Medieval?
Prehistoric

Find
Site
Site
Site
Site
Site
Site
Find
Site

Medieval
Romano‐British
Post‐medieval
Medieval/post medieval
Post‐medieval
Post‐medieval
Medieval/post medieval
Prehistoric
Post medieval

Site

Roman

Event

Medieval

Event

Roman/Medieval/post
medieval
Roman/Medieval/post
medieval
Roman/Medieval/post
medieval
Roman/Medieval/post
medieval
Post medieval
Medieval/post medieval
Medieval/post medieval

Event
Event
Event
Find
Find
Find
Find
Find

Roman/Medieval/post
medieval
Medieval

Find

Post medieval

Event
Site
Site

Medieval/post medieval
Romano‐British
Medieval/post medieval

Site

Medieval/post medieval

Site
Event

Post medieval
Medieval/post medieval

Site
Site
Site
Site
Site

Post medieval
Post medieval
Post medieval
Medieval
Medieval/post medieval

17893
17894
18210
18253
18314
18315
18317
18321
18366
18383
18415
18703
18760
SB22803
23414
23418
23481
23484
23505
23506
23510
23515
23517
23519
23935
24242
24910
24925
24948
25618
25603
25730
28166
28207
29152
35964
35966
44779
57055

Geophysical survey (2002), Connegar, Evercreech
Rabbit warren, N of Evercreech
Milepost, A37, Pilton
Milepost, Pye Hill, Pylle
School, Fosse Way, Pylle
Milepost, Fosse Way, Pylle
Methodist Chapel, Fosse Way, Pylle
War Memorial Hall, Street on Fosse, Pylle
Evercreech New Station
Pylle Station
Church Room, Cannard's Grave, Shepton Mallet
Stone at ST 63184141, Whitestone Lane,
Shepton Mallet
Pipeline watching brief (1997‐8), Doulting to
Cranmore
Romano‐British linear village at Fosse Lane,
Shepton Mallet
Lime kiln, Maes Down, Doulting
Hundred stone, Whitstone Hill, Doulting

Event
Site
Site
Site
Site
Site
Site
Site
Site
Site
Site
Site

Church of St Peter and churchyard, Evercreech
Burial, Leighton Lane, Evercreech
Landscape Park, SW of Evercreech
Pecking flour mill, SW of Evercreech
Lime kilns, Leighton Lane, Evercreech
Deserted settlement, Easton Hill, Evercreech
Silk factory, Evercreech
Windmill mound, E of the Bell Inn, Evercreech
Lynchets, East Compton
Lime kiln, Hedge Farm, Pylle
Churchyard cross, Evercreech
Roman coin and fibula finds, Cannards Grave,
Shepton Mallet
Brickworks, E of Cannards Grave, Shepton Mallet
Geophysical survey (1990), Cannards Grave
Cannards Grave excavation (1995), Fosse Lane,
Shepton Mallet
Neolithic flint finds, N of Easton Lane, Evercreech
Watching brief (2008), St Peter’s Church,
Evercreech
Watching brief (2009), St Peter’s churchyard,
Evercreech
Eighteenth Century Turnpike Road, Prestleigh to
Milton Bridge
Medieval Park, Evercreech
Bishops’ residence, Evercreech
Middle iron‐age settlement, N of Cannards Grave
Watching brief (1999), Whitstone Corner,
Shepton Mallet

Site
Site
Site
Site
Site
Site
Site
Site
Site
Site
Site
Find
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Site

Medieval/post medieval
Medieval/post medieval
Post medieval
Post medieval
Post medieval
Post medieval
Post medieval
Post medieval
Post medieval
Post medieval
Post medieval
Prehistoric/medieval
/post‐medieval
Undated

Site

Romano‐British

Site
Site

Post medieval
Prehistoric/medieval
/post‐medieval
Medieval
Post‐Roman?
Medieval
Post medieval
Post medieval
Medieval
Post medieval
Medieval/post medieval
Medieval/post medieval
Post medieval
Medieval
Romano‐British

Site
Event
Event
Find
Event

Post medieval
Undated
Prehistoric/Romano‐
British
Prehistoric
Medieval

Event

Medieval

Site

Post medieval

Site
Site
Site
Event

Medieval
Medieval
Prehistoric
Post medieval

