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1.

INTRODUCTION

1.1

This report has been prepared to inform the Planning Framework being prepared for
the Royal Bath and West Showground.

1.2

The Planning Framework sets out proposals for the enhancement and improvement of
facilities at the Showground to support its long-term viability. This note advises on the
existing accessibility of the site by sustainable travel modes, vehicular access, internal
circulation within the site and car parking. It goes on to consider how the accessibility
and transport requirements of improvements to the Showground might be
accommodated.

1.3

By way of background, the Showground is located in the countryside, 3km south of
Shepton Mallet, 2km west of Evercreech and 6km north of Castle Cary, as shown
below. The site is accessed primarily from the A371 to the east, but also from the A37
to the west. These roads are both identified as Transport Corridors of Strategic
Importance in the Somerset and Exmoor National Park Structure Plan (April 2000).

Contains Ordnance Survey data © Crown copyright and database right

Figure 1.1: Site Location
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2.

ACCESSIBILITY

2.1

Due to its out-of-settlement location, issues of accessibility are important in considering
proposals to consolidate and increase activity at the Showground.

This section

considers issues relating to accessibility, the availability of public transport services and
possible ameliorative measures which could be utilised to improve the accessibility of
the site.
Pedestrian & Cycle Access
2.2

Due to the location of the Showground in relation to any significant population and also
the character of the local highway network, it is considered unlikely that either walking
or cycling would be a realistic travel mode option for the majority of visitors.

2.3

It is noted that the main visitor attractions (i.e. shows and large exhibitions) attract
visitors from across the region and further afield and therefore these modes are
unlikely to be a realistic option for the majority of site visits. However, PPG13 identifies
cycling as a potential substitute for short car trips, particularly those under 5km, whilst
PPG13: A Guide to Better Practice identifies 8km as being the maximum distance for
which large numbers of cycle trips. The town of Shepton Mallet is within a cycling
distance of approximately 4km and the village of Evercreech within 2km; therefore,
cycling is a potential option for patrons from either of these settlements.

2.4

At present, narrow footways connect the northern entrance along the A371 with
Prestleigh and continue along the western side of the carriageway to a further gated
entrance, shortly after which the footway terminates. These footways primarily provide
access along the frontage of the northern part of the site to serve buses stopping along
the A371 and would benefit from some widening and general improvement. Pedestrian
entrances into the site will need to be provided as part of the improvement proposals,
both direct from the A371 and also for pedestrians alighting at the car parks. These will
allow for safe segregation of pedestrians and vehicles as well as allowing for efficient
operation of the site. Clearly signed pedestrian routes should be provided within the
site to provide for access to and connectivity between the different land uses.
Bus Access

2.5

There is currently a single bus service along the section of A371 adjacent to the site,
operated by South West Coaches. The service operates as hail and ride along the
section of A371 adjacent to the showground, although there are dedicated bus
stopping locations to the north east of the showground in Prestleigh. Clearly it would
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be desirable for this situation to be improved as during major show days the operation
of hail and ride at several points along the frontage does not seem practical.
2.6

The bus service that serves the site travels between Yeovil and Shepton Mallet and
incorporates a number of towns and villages, with 6 variations of the route. Five of the
six variations incorporate Prestleigh and the section of A371 adjacent to the site and
are as follows:1:

via Sparkford, North Cadbury, Castle Cary, Evercreech and Prestleigh;

1B:

via Sparkford, North Cadbury, Castle Cary, Bruton, Evercreech and
Prestleigh;

2.7

1C:

via Castle Cray, Evercreech and Prestleigh;

1S:

via Lamyatt, Evercreech, Prestleigh and Shepton Mallet; and

2S:

via Castle Cary, Evercreech, Prestleigh and Shepton Mallet.

The service operates at a frequency of 1 bus per hour (combined for all five variations),
in each direction during Monday to Friday and 1 bus every two hours in each direction
on Saturdays. Four of the five variations incorporate Castle Cary Rail Station, thus
providing a means of connection for visitors travelling by rail.

2.8

As noted, the service operates as hail and ride along the section of A371 adjacent to
the site, it would be beneficial if sheltered stops with timetable information be provided
along both the northbound and southbound sides of the carriageway in close proximity
to pedestrian entrance(s). The Planning Framework should indicate that improvements
to bus services and stopping facilities will be investigated as part of the development
improvement proposals.
Rail Access

2.9

Castle Cary Rail Station, which is well signed from the site, is located approximately
6km to the south along the A371.

The station is served by both the London to

Penzance and Bristol to Weymouth lines. Both lines and the station are operated and
managed by First Great Western.
2.10

The London to Penzance line operates at a frequency of approximately 1 every 2
hours, amounting to 8 trains per day, in each direction.

Besides London and

Penzance, the service incorporates Reading, Theale, Aldermaston, Newbury, Kintbury,
Hungerford, Bedwyn, Pewsey, Westbury, Frome, Bruton, Taunton, Tiverton, Exeter,
Dawlish, Teignmouth, Newton Abbot, Totnes, Ivy Bridge and Plymouth. Not every train
travels as far as Penzance.
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2.11

The Bristol to Weymouth line also operates at a frequency of approximately 1 every 2
hours, amounting to 8 trains per day, in each direction. Besides Bristol and Weymouth,
the service incorporates Keynsham, Bath, Avoncliff, Trowbridge, Westbury, Frome,
Bruton, Yeovil, Thornfield, Yetminster, Chetnole, Maiden Newton, Dorchester and
Upway. Most trains originate from either Bristol Temple Meads or Westbury; however,
some services originate from towns and cities beyond, such as Gloucester,
Cheltenham and Great Malvern.

2.12

Castle Cary Rail Station has a relatively high level of facilities, including; a manned
ticket office, a 100 space car park, public telephone, toilets, bus stop and taxi rank.
The bus service identified above stops at the station, whilst the provision of a taxi rank
also allows for connection between the station and showground. Details of local taxi
services are provided on the showground website.

2.13

The frequency of the scheduled bus service identified (approximately 1 bus per hour
Monday to Friday, 1 bus every two hours on Saturdays and no services on Sundays) is
insufficient to provide adequate capacity for major shows or events and is unattractive
to potential users.

The provision of a shuttle bus service for major events would

increase the level of integration and make rail a much more viable means of travel to
the showground.

Special bus services of this nature are provided elsewhere (i.e.

during the Glastonbury Music Festival) to allow for integration between the festival site
and the rail station. It may be that improvement of the facilities at the Showground
could make this a viable option.
Coach Access
2.14

A proportion of visitors to shows and events arrive by coach or other private hire
vehicles). The provision of parking for coaches is unclear and may need clarification
as inappropriate provision may lead to conflict with cars and pedestrians.

The

provision of segregated coach parking, located in close proximity to the showground
entrances may also be deemed as improving the sustainability by the promotion of
sustainable modes over cars in terms of access and egress. Moreover it is possible
that more coach companies may be attracted to providing services/trips to the site
during events.
Travel Plan
2.15

A Travel Plan will be required to be submitted in support of detailed improvement
proposals. Travel Plans are live documents that outline a package of measures and
procedures that are to be followed by an organisation in order to influence travel
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behaviour, seeking to encourage the use of sustainable transport modes. The Travel
Plan will demonstrate how the site’s accessibility can be maximised to enable
development to be supported in accordance with national and local planning policy.
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3.

SITE ACCESS

3.1

The improvement proposals are likely to increase the number of people and vehicles
accessing the site. The method and arrangements for accessing each element of the
improved Showground will need careful consideration. Access to the site needs to be
logical and clearly signed but should disaggregate traffic so that, for instance, there is
minimal disruption to commercial access when the Showground hosts major events.

3.2

Where possible, service access should be segregated from visitor access to minimise
opportunities for conflict between HGVs and cars and pedestrians. Given the size of
the site and the large numbers of visitors to major shows and events, careful
consideration will also need to be given to emergency access requirements.

3.3

As an overall destination, the site is reasonably well signed and this forms a good basis
for further signage considerations. Individual elements of the site, vehicle types (e.g.
cars and coaches), and delivery purposes (e.g. visitors and servicing) may need their
own signage from the public highway; however, this would likely be limited to those
junctions in the immediate vicinity of the site and possibly the junctions of the A37 with
the A361 and A371 to the north.

3.4

Each of the means of possible vehicular access to the site are briefly described in turn
below. Detailed junction capacity assessments and highway safety analysis will be
undertaken as required within a Transport Assessment.
A371 Northern Access

3.5

Access from the A371 to the northern part of the site currently takes the form of two
closely-spaced (approximately 90m apart) simple priority junctions, typically only used
for major shows and events. The speed limit along the A371 changes from 40mph at
the northernmost junction to derestricted (60mph) at the southern junction, with the
speed limit boundary located approximately 50m south of the northernmost junction.
Visibility at both junctions is sub-standard.
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Photographs 3.1 & 3.2: A371 Northern Access – Northern Access Point

Photographs 3.3 & 3.4: A371 Northern Access – Southern Access Point

3.6

The replacement of the two accesses with a single junction is proposed in the vicinity of
the southern access. It is recommended that this new single access primarily serve the
proposed commercial land uses and only serve the remainder of the site as an
emergency access or possible secondary access for larger shows/events.

3.7

It is proposed that the new junction include a ghosted right-turn lane, which would
require localised widening of A371. By providing adequate visibility and reducing the
number of junctions, the new arrangement would represent a significant improvement
over the existing highway situation.
A371 Main Access

3.8

The main access to the site currently adjoins the A371 via a simple priority junction but
with a very wide (19m) minor arm that has separate left-turn and right-turn lanes. The
speed limit along the A371 is derestricted (60mph) in this location and visibility to the
left is deficient.

Page 7

Royal Bath & West Showground
Accessibility & Car Parking Appraisal

Photographs 3.5 & 3.6: A371 Main Access

3.9

The proposals for the site also include the provision of a new 45m ICD roundabout with
sufficient (215m) forward visibility to serve this access. As well as improving junction
capacity (particularly for traffic exiting the site), the roundabout would also improve
highway safety; both at the junction itself and at adjacent junctions, by acting as a
traffic calming measure (i.e. act in a beneficial manner in relation to vehicular speeds).
A371 Southern Access

3.10

Access from the A371 to the southern part of the site also takes the form of a simple
priority junction, providing access to the main car park used for major shows and
events.

Photographs 3.7 & 3.8: A371 Southern Access

3.11

It is anticipated that the southern access point will continue to be only lightly trafficked
except possibly during major shows and events.
Bagborough Lane Access

3.12

Bagborough Lane passes to the south-west of the site and connects the A371 with the
A37. At its south-eastern end, it adjoins the A371 (where it is derestricted) via a simple
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priority junction that is constrained in width and provides only extremely limited visibility
to the left.

Photographs 3.9 & 3.10: A371 / Bagborough Lane Junction

3.13

At its north-western end, Bagborough Lane adjoins the A37 via a larger priority
junction. The A37 is subject to a 50mph speed limit and forms part of the Red Routes
initiative, which aims to reduce crashes and casualties on the county’s main roads
using a mix of engineering and education measures; however, casual observation
whilst on site indicated that many vehicles appear to travel at speeds exceeding the
limit in the vicinity of the junction.

Photographs 3.11 & 3.12: A37 / Bagborough Lane Junction

3.14

Bagborough Lane itself is primarily a single track lane, the south-eastern part of which
is constrained by hedgerows and has no verges.

3.15

There are two access points to the site along Bagborough Lane. The first is a simple
farm gate at a gap in the hedgerow at the southern end of the site where the width of
the lane remains narrow and constrained on each side. As such, it appears to offer
little if any opportunity for accessing the site except as a possible emergency access
point.
Page 9

Royal Bath & West Showground
Accessibility & Car Parking Appraisal

Photographs 3.13 & 3.14: Bagborough Lane Access No.1

3.16

The second access point along Bagborough Lane is at the western edge of the site on
a 90-degree bend in the road where there is localised widening. To the south (in the
direction of the A371) the lane is narrow with no verges but to the west (in the direction
of the A37) the lane is slightly wider with verges.

Photographs 3.15 & 3.16: Bugborough Lane Access No.2

3.17

Being located on the outside of the bend, there is reasonable visibility in both directions
from the access (particularly given the low speeds that vehicles would be expected to
travel at along the lane) but there is very limited forward visibility, which precludes
access by large numbers of right-turners into the site from the A371 without one-way
traffic regulation. Egress by large numbers of vehicles from the site to the A371 is
similarly precluded by the substandard visibility at the A371 / Bagborough Lane
junction described above.
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A37 Access
3.18

There is a wide (circa 9m) unsealed track linking the north-west corner of the site
directly to the A37, which it adjoins via a further simple priority junction. In the vicinity
of the junction the A37 remains subject to a 50mph speed limit.

Photographs 3.17 & 3.18: A37 Access
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4.

INTERNAL CIRCULATION

4.1

It is important that any proposals consider the opportunities and requirements for
pedestrian and vehicular circulation and segregation, as set out below.
Pedestrian & Cycle Permeability

4.2

The site layout should provide direct, safe and attractive pedestrian and cycle access
to and between all land uses, during both normal operations and the holding of
shows/events, except where operationally undesirable (e.g. where visitor access to the
showground needs to be managed). In particular, consideration needs to be given to
possible pedestrian linkages between the existing showground facilities and any new
hotel and retail land uses.
Vehicular Segregation between Land Uses

4.3

In order to effectively manage traffic attractions, it is likely that some vehicular
segregation will be required between various elements of the site. In particular, it will
likely be desirable to segregate event visitor traffic from some or all of any other land
uses.

4.4

It may also be desirable for certain land uses to segregate service vehicles from other
traffic attractions.
Vehicular Circulation for Show Parking & Servicing

4.5

Vehicular access through the site, both to the various showground car parking areas
and as part of pre and post show servicing, will need to be carefully managed to ensure
maximum efficiency. Of particular importance is the need to avoid extensive inbound
queuing or delays to other traffic on the public highway and the facilitation of egress
from the site in a timely fashion. Vehicular circulation will also need to be managed to
minimise potential vehicle and pedestrian conflict.
Visitor Transit

4.6

Depending upon the layout of the site, there may be a requirement for some form of
internal transit system, either on a permanent basis to transport people between
differing land uses or on a temporary/occasional basis to transport showground visitors
to/from parking areas.

4.7

There is an existing model railway that operates within the site as a children’s
attraction; however, this only covers a small circuit, has only one station and limited
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passenger capacity, and, being approximately 9-inch gauge, would be unsuitable for
such use.

Photographs 4.1 & 4.2: Existing Model Railway Station

Access & Movement Strategy
4.8

The proposals should include an Access and Movement strategy within which details of
how vehicular and pedestrians access to and between elements of the site will be
managed. The strategy would also consider issues of access for disabled and lessmobile visitors and would set out traffic management proposals for visitors and service
vehicles to minor and major showground events.
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5.

PARKING

5.1

There are separate issues in respect of parking for the showground and any alternative
land uses that need to be given consideration, as set out below.
Existing & Retained Show Parking

5.2

The main visitor parking at the showground is currently divided into four colour-coded
areas (Purple, Green, Yellow and Blue), each having their own similarly colour-coded
visitor entrances. All of the parking areas are grass-surfaced; the Purple and Green
Car Parks have central and peripheral stoned tracks, the Yellow Car Park has similarly
surfaced aisles for each row of parking, whilst the Blue Car Park is grass-only.

5.3

Alternative land use proposals would likely replace the Blue Car Park plus other areas
that, based on the plan for the Royal Bath & West Show 2010, are set aside for horse
vehicle and council parking. It is proposed, however, that the current provision level of
showground parking be maintained for major shows and events.

Therefore, the

Society may require the procurement of additional off-site parking areas, on either a
permanent or temporary/occasional basis.
Alternative Land Use Parking
5.4

Parking associated with alternative land use proposals would be provided at an
appropriate level in accordance with PPG13 Annex D and local planning guidance.
This would include disabled parking and parking for cycles, motorcycles and servicing.

5.5

Issues of operational capacity and compliance with parking policy would be considered
in detail as part of a Transport Assessment.
Car Park Management Plan

5.6

Details of how the showground parking would be managed during shows and events
should be set out in a Car Park Management Plan. This will consider the capacities of
each of the parking areas provided, the parking requirements for minor and major
events, optimum parking layouts, marshalling and signage requirements, the need for
rotation to avoid over-use of grassed areas and any appropriate surfacing
improvements at points of intensified use.
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6.

CONCLUSION

6.1

There is potential to improve the accessibility of the site through the provision of new
pedestrian access points, improved bus stop arrangements, a potential shuttle bus
service to Castle Cary rail station during major shows and events, and dedicated coach
parking.

6.2

The proposed new vehicular arrangements for the site will improve capacity and will
also deliver highway safety benefits by providing adequate visibility and calming traffic
past the site.

6.3

Proposals for the site should consider issues of pedestrian and cycle permeability,
vehicular circulation and segregation, possible internal visitor transit and car parking
arrangements during shows and events. These issues would be addressed by an
Access & Movement Strategy and a Car Park Management Plan.

6.4

Planning applications for improvement development would be supported by a
Transport Assessment and a Travel Plan.
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