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Mendip Parish Forum Events and Dates
The Mendip Parish Forum is for clerks, chairs ,elected members and community
representatives from across Mendip. The forums are held quarterly in the Council
Chamber at the Mendip District Council offices from 6:00pm with the main agenda items
beginning at 6:30pm
Next Forum date: 12Th September
Agenda to be confirmed
The last Parish Forum held on 13th June. It was well attended by both Parish Councillors,
District Councillors and Clerks was attended by 33 people with 19 Parishes represented.
The agenda from the last meeting can be found here
The presentation slides from the meeting have been sent to the Clerks
Further dates for 2019 are
Thursday 12th September
Thursday 12th December
Please remember it is Your Forum – your ideas and agenda items.
Please tell us what is important to you … what would items would you like on the agenda for
a future Parish Forum or have you got an item for the monthly Parish Bulletin ?
Please contact Emma Plummer - Emma.Plummer@mendip.gov.uk or call 01749 341325

Stuart Browns 100 mile Bike Ride for CLIC Sargent
Our charity of the year partnership, is set for a fundraising boost, as the council Chief
Executive Stuart Brown take part in the Prudential Ride London to Surrey 100 mile
challenge later this year to raise money for CLIC Sargent. Stuart Brown is teaming up with
his son Ben Brown for the ride and the pair plan to complete the challenge for a third time
on Sunday 4th August.
Stuart Brown, Chief Executive of Mendip District Council, said: “This is the third time that
we will have cycled the 100 mile route from London to Surrey and I am delighted to be able
to support the staff in their fundraising efforts for CLIC Sargent.
Anyone who would like to support Stuart and Ben as they prepare for their
challenge, can donate via their fundraising page:
www.justgiving.com/fundraising/stuartridelondon2019
To find out more about our Charity of the Year, visit: www.clicsargent.org.uk
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Council's approach to commercialism is
recognised as 'stand out'
Mendip District Council has been recognised as 'stand out' by the Local Government
Association (LGA) for their work on commercialism.
A productivity expert from the LGA has recently worked with officers at the council
on enhancing the council's approach to commercialising service delivery and
building capacity and resilience for the future.
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The LGA are now inviting new applications for the Productivity Expert scheme and as a
result have highlighted 10 of the 42 council projects as 'stand out', of which Mendip's work
on commercialism was recognised as one of those projects.
The aim of the programme was to help safeguard frontline services by supporting income
generation and helping the council meet efficiency and income
targets.
Cllr Barry O'Leary, Portfolio Holder for Enterprise and Finance,
said: "It's encouraging to hear that the recent work with the LGA
has been recognised as 'stand out'. Clearly the officers involved
worked hard with the support of the LGA to build on and
strengthen existing work streams”.
"The work has allowed the council to develop a commercial
strategy and the adoption of a framework approach that now
assists the council in identifying and developing new
opportunities and this is something that I will take forward under
the portfolio of Finance and Enterprise.
Read the full media release here: www.mendip.gov.uk/commercialismapproach

Glastonbury Living Statement - Pomparles Bridge
Mendip District Council and its Cabinet are committed to addressing the wider living issues
within Glastonbury. Cllr Ros Wyke the new Leader of Mendip District Council has made
clear her thoughts on the increasing concerns in Glastonbury about the lack of appropriate
living spaces and has set out an ambition to ensure that all sections of the local community
can live harmoniously and feel welcome.
Cllr Ros Wyke said "As a new administration we will take a holistic view of the needs of the
community in and around Glastonbury, doing this in a way that also supports other
residents and businesses. We don't believe it makes sense to look at the interests
of any particular community group in isolation. One of the areas we are looking at
is Pomparles Bridge. Pomparles Bridge has long been considered a traditional
"Stopping Place" for gypsies and travellers".
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Mendip District Council are aware of the issues being discussed within the community with
regards to the boulders placed at Pomparles Bridge, but the Council's ability to move this
infrastructure is limited at present, whilst occupants remain at the location. However,
Mendip District Council will consider further actions following the vacation of this
location. The Council are also exploring all options for alternative sites within Glastonbury.
Cllr Wyke said "I am arranging a meeting with representatives from Glastonbury Town
Council and I look forward to working in collaboration with them on this important initiative".
For more information about Mendip District Council, please visit: www.mendip.gov.uk

Young Traders Market Regional
Final In Wells
The search is on for Britain’s young market trader of the
year.
Wells has been selected to host this year’s Young Traders
Market South West Regional Final on 25 July 2019. Young
Traders from across the South West will gather in Wells to
trade at a market organised by the National Market Traders
Federation (NMTF).
There will be plenty of talent on the Wells pop-up market,
from recent start-ups to young entrepreneurs already
making their mark on markets and in retail settings across
the region. The Wells event is one of seven regional
finals taking place in July and August. The national final will be staged at the end of August
in Stratford-upon-Avon.
If you’re a trader or know someone who is, make sure you visit www.nmtf.co.uk and click
on the Young Trader Market panel. There is no cost to the trader apart from their travel
and accommodation expenses and the national winners will receive cash prizes.

Mendip Business Awards
On Thursday 30 May 2019 at the Royal Bath and West Show, 180 people gathered in the
Members Marquee for a night of anticipation and excitement to find out which Mendip
businesses had become award winners. The Mendip Business Awards is an annual
celebration of the best enterprising talent in Mendip and this year over 90 local
businesses entered the awards.
To see a full list of winners, visit: www.mendip.gov.uk/businessawardswinners
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You might be entitled to help with the cost of keeping your property warm and improving
your homes energy efficiency.
 Contact the Home Energy Team at the Centre for Sustainable Energy as you could
be eligible for
o free or subsidised loft or cavity wall insulation,
o financial help for new heating systems
o local deals on fitting solar panels to your roof.


The Home Energy Team supports Mendip District Council to provide free, impartial
advice to help you make energy saving improvements.



Advice can be given through home visits as well as over the phone.



If you, or someone you know, would benefit from speaking to a trained energy
advisor, then get in touch.

Call 0800 082 2234
email home.energy@cse.org.uk
web: https://www.cse.org.uk/advice
Follow @cse_bristol
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Give a little, change a lot. Have you thought about volunteering but don’t know where to
start?
Coming into what will hopefully be another nice summer, this is a great time to think about
getting involved in the many community events taking place. These are ideal opportunities
if you are looking to do some volunteering but don't have much time in your week. We also
have lots of other great, more regular outdoor volunteering roles too! Have you got time to
fill over the long summer holidays? Maybe you would simply enjoy being outdoors for a
change of scene. Whatever your motivation, contact us to find out how you could get
involved in volunteering. We have lots of other general volunteering opportunities available
too.
volunteer@sparksomerset.org.uk
Tel 01460 202970

MACMILLAN AND COMMUNITY COUNCIL FOR
SOMERSET JOIN FORCES TO IMPROVE CANCER
SUPPORT
The launch of a brand-new partnership between Community Council for Somerset and
Macmillan Cancer Support has just been announced. The collaboration aims to offer better
support to people affected by cancer in the Mendip & South Somerset areas and is led by
a newly appointed Macmillan Agent, Kristel van der Schyff.
Funded by Macmillan and delivered by the CCS team, the project will help local people
living with cancer and their families to access the support they need. As Macmillan Agent,
Kristel will act as a single point of contact offering tailored support and linking with existing
networks to build sustainable community-based solutions. The initiative will also
offer practical help and emotional support through ‘Help About’, a team of
dedicated volunteers who offer one to one support in the home.
Keeley Rudd, CEO for CCS said “Kristel has transitioned into this exciting new role
from being a CCS Village Agent, and brings with her a wealth of community
solutions experience vital to this new post. We are delighted that the Macmillan
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Agent is the perfect addition to our growing team of Village, Carers and Community Agents
we have within CCS, all working with vulnerable and isolated individuals across Somerset”.
Piers Cardiff, Macmillan Volunteer Manager in Somerset said: “We are so pleased to
partner with Community Council for Somerset and to welcome Kristel into the role of
Macmillan Agent. Living in rural areas can be isolating if you are unwell with added
practical problems such as difficulty getting to regular hospital appointments and a lack of
emotional support. Kristel will offer vital support to people living with cancer in rural South
Somerset empowering them to support their own wellbeing.”
Macmillan’s partnership with CCS aims to meet some of the challenges that cancer
patients in rural Somerset experience - for example social isolation or travelling long
distances to regular hospital appointments. The initiative will work to address these issues
through the Macmillan Agent who will develop sustainable community-based solutions and
support the wellbeing of local cancer patients. The project is funded by Macmillan Cancer
Support and will be delivered by Community Council for Somerset.

For further information contact Hannah Burbedge, Communications Officer at Community
Council for Somerset. : hannah@somersetrcc.org.uk T: 01823 331222

Funding available to Homeowners and Landlords
for Home Improvements
Mendip District Council would like to make residents aware of funding that is available to
make improvements to homes in our area.
Homeowners and landlords can apply for a loan to make improvements to their homes.
Essential home repairs such as a replacement boiler, new windows and doors, roof repairs
(including thatch), plumbing, heating or electrical works and even structural repairs are
included under the scheme.
Everyone receives the same interest rate, whether you borrow £1,000 or £15,000 and no
matter what your circumstances or credit score. Eligible homeowners choose their own
contractor and there are a variety of loan products available to suit individual needs*.
The scheme is delivered through Wessex Resolutions, a not-for-profit lender that works in
close partnership with the council. Established in 2003, Wessex Resolutions has helped
many homeowners throughout the South West, lending almost £13.6 million.
A recent client said "I had no idea the scheme existed until I contacted the Council.
When my adviser visited me and explained everything perfectly it was a huge
burden lifted from me – loan repayments that I can afford and the efficiency with
which it was all arranged. I am truly grateful to all concerned.”
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For more information, call Wessex Resolutions on 01823 461099, visit
www.wessesxresolutions.org.uk or email enquiries@wrcic.org.uk.
(*subject to eligibility)

Hinkley Point C - Community Fund
The construction of the new power station at Hinkley Point C and its associated
developments (including highway improvements, park and ride schemes, worker
accommodation campuses, etc.) are likely to lead to changes in some of our communities.
These impacts may be direct or indirect, positive or negative. As part of the Hinkley Point C
Section 106 Agreement, the £12.8 million HPC Community Fund was made available to
help these communities respond to those impacts. The fund is managed by Somerset
Community Foundation, an independent charity (no 1094446).
While funding is technically available throughout Somerset, applicants must be able to
clearly evidence the impact(s) Hinkley Point C is having on their community, and show how
the project they are applying for will remove, reduce or ‘off-set’ these impacts by improving
community well-being and quality of life. Funds are limited and, unfortunately, not all
applications can be supported.
Small grants up to £5,000 for one year, or up to £10,000 over three years are available for
smaller organisations. For larger proposals up to £50,000 organisations can apply directly
while proposals for funding of £50,000 or more will need to submit an expression of
interest form first.
Applicants are strongly advised to speak to a member of the HPC Community Fund
Programme Team before applying.
Further information, including ‘frequently asked questions’, and application forms can be
found on www.hpcfunds.co.uk

Sign up to
Mendip Lottery
If you haven’t already, make sure
you sign up to The Shape Mendip
Lottery! The Shape Mendip
Lottery is a weekly online lottery
created to support local causes in
Mendip. Tickets are only £1 per
week and you can win up to £25,000! To find out more about how it works,
thecauses that you could support and how to register, visit
www.shapemendiplottery.co.uk.
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Shepton Mallet Lido now open for the
Summer
The popular heated
outdoor
pools
at
Shepton Mallet Lido are
now open for the
summer.

Opening hours are
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

1200-1900
0700-1900
1200-1900
1200-1900
1200-1900
1100-1900
1100-1900

For more information on prices, activities and facilities, please visit
https://www.fusion-lifestyle.com/centres/shepton-mallet-lido/
The lido is located in Shaftsgate Avenue, BA4 5YA.

Community Funding
Spark can support groups to get themselves ready to apply for funding;
writing a constitution, getting any relevant policies and procedures in place and ensuring you
have the right management structure.
We have a funding database to search for any new funding opportunities and for
groups who need a bit more support we have recently employed a funding officer.
For more information email Sharon.Hale@sparksomerset.org.uk
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THE IDLEWILD TRUST - Grants up to £5,000 for UK registered charities for arts and
conservation projects.
Application deadline: Thursday 5 September 2019.

The Idlewild Trust offers grant to UK based charities active and working in the UK in the following
two fields:
1. Arts - Nurturing young professionals: Eligible projects should aim to improve the
opportunities for young professionals working in the arts, particularly those who are in the early
stage of their career.
2. Conservation – Objects and works of art: The Trust supports the conservation of important
works of art and objects that are being lost through the lack of funds to look after them. The Trust
will consider programmes that:
UK registered and publicly exempt charities may apply for a grant of up to £5,000. Churches
that are excepted charities with an income of less than £100,000 may also apply for a conservation
grant.
There is a match funding expectation as applicants are required to show what other sources of
funding have been applied for and secured.
The following are not eligible for funding:
The final application deadline for 2019 is Thursday 5 September.
Further information, together with an online application form, is available on the Trust’s website.
THE BLYTH WATSON CHARITABLE TRUST - Grants up to £5,000 for UK registered charities
for projects that advance human welfare.
Application deadline: none – applications may be made at any time.

The Blyth Watson Charitable Trust supports UK registered charities organisations undertaking
charitable projects, particularly those for humanitarian purposes, although it considers all appeals
for funding.
Grants are normally between £1,000 and £5,000. Larger grants are occasionally awarded. There
is no requirement for match funding.
Please note: the Trust does not maintain a website. Further information is, however,
available on the Charity Commission website.
The Trust meets twice a year to consider applications, in June and December.
Applications may be made at any time in writing addressed to:
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Blyth Watson Charitable Trust
Bircham Dyson Bell Solicitors
50 Broadway
Westminster
London
SW1H OBL
Tel: 0207 227 7000
(The Trust does not advertise an email address.)
THE URBAN TREE CHALLENGE FUND – Grants for a wide range of not-for-profit
organisations to support the planting and establishment of large and small trees in urban
areas of England.
Application deadline: Sunday 28 July 2019.
More details are emerging about Defra’s £10 million capital Urban Tree Challenge Fund including
grant bands, funding criteria and application deadlines.
The Urban Tree Challenge Fund (UTCF) will target the planting of at least 20,000 large trees and
110,000 small trees in urban and peri-urban areas (i.e. areas on the fringes of urban settlements).
The UTCF provides capital funding to plant and establish trees that are an appropriate size for the
setting in which they are planted; be it a street tree or a small community woodland. Payments will
contribute to the cost of weeding, watering and checking trees.
Land included in a UTCF application must fall within an urban area of England. An urban area, as
defined for the purposes of the UTCF, is a built up area (based on Office of National Statistics data)
with a population of at least 2,000 people, with a buffer of 1km to account for peri-urban planting.
Projects that can demonstrate their ability to provide the greatest environmental, social and
economic benefits to towns and cities across the country will be prioritised.
In year 1 of the scheme (2019/20) ‘block’ applications with a value of at least £500,000 are
invited. Applications may be made up of multiple small projects geographically dispersed across
England or focused in a single area. Grants can cover up to 50% of the standard costs for planting
large and small trees and their establishment costs.
In year 2 (2020/21), individual applications will be accepted for much smaller, single planting sites.
For those including large trees the minimum value will be £5,000. For applications with only small
trees, the minimum value will be £1,150.
Public organisations, registered charities, community groups, individuals and private companies in
England may apply. Partnership proposals are welcomed.
The applicant must have full management control over the land or signed consent from
those with management control over the land. Agents are also able to apply on behalf of
an organisation or landowner.
Funding is not available for:
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o Supporting the planting of trees required under a planning consent.
o Restocking condition or as part of a tenancy agreement, or for
o The replacement of trees.
The application deadline for Year 1 of the programme is midnight on Sunday 28 July 2019. A Year
2 application round will open in 2020. Application is by electronic copy sent to the email address
below.
Further information is available on the GOV.UK website, while the guidance notes for the scheme
can be found at this LINK.
Contact details for the programme are:
The Urban Tree Challenge Fund
Forestry Commission
620 Bristol Business Park
Coldharbour Lane
Bristol
BS16 1EJ
Email: UTCF@forestrycommission.gov.uk
THE BENESCO CHARITY LIMITED – Grants for education, welfare and medical initiatives
across England and Wales.
Application deadline: contact the Charity for details.).
Please note: the Charity does not maintain a website. Further information is available on the
Charity Commission website and in the Charity’s annual accounts.
For information about how to approach the Charity for grant support, write to:
Michael Morris Franks
Benesco Charity Limited
8/10 Hallam Street
London
W1W 6NS
UK THEATRES SMALL GRANTS SCHEME – Grants up to £5,000 for capital improvements to
UK theatres run by charities and not-for-profit groups, particularly where any improvements
enhance a theatre's work with local communities.
Application deadline: Monday 2 September 2019.
The UK Theatres Small Grants scheme provides funding for capital improvements to
theatres managed by charities and not-for-profit groups that can clearly demonstrate the
value this would make to their work with local communities.
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Grants of up to £5,000 are available. There is no requirement for match funding. However,
applicants should note that grants are normally awarded where they have the most impact in
helping complete an applicant's capital project. In general, technical equipment and refurbishment
projects are unlikely to be supported.
The next deadline for applications Monday 2 September 2019. All applicants are encouraged to
contact the Trust to discuss their project prior to applying.
Further details together with an application form is available on the Trust's website.

THE BRITISH HUMANE ASSOCIATION - Grants up to £15,000 UK registered charities
working to provide relief from poverty, sickness or projects that benefit local communities.
Application deadline: none – applications may be made at any time.

The British Humane Association provides grants to UK registered charities for projects that
benefit people in need, with a particular emphasis on:
o The relief of inhumane activities.
o The relief of sickness or poverty.
o Providing benefit to local communities.
Charities that distribute grants to individuals are also eligible to apply for grant support.
Applicants are advised to contact the funder for details of match funding requirements.
Please note: the Association does not maintain a website. Further information is, however,
available on the Charity Commission website.
The charity's board of directors meet twice annually to consider applications. Grants are normally
awarded in May and October.
Applications must be made in writing, addressed to:
Mrs S Fox
British Humane Association
Suite 1
Bessemer Road
Cardiff
CF11 8BA
(The Association does not advertise an email address or a phone number.)
LEACH 14th TRUST - Grants between £1,000 and £2,000 for registered charities
carrying out social welfare activities in England and Wales, particularly in the South
West of England.
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Application deadline: none – applications may be made at any time.
The Leach 14th Trust provides small grants to registered charities in England and Wales with a
stated preference for supporting charities in the South West of England.
Charitable projects in the following fields are supported:
o Community services.
o Missionary work.
o Residential care, and
o The environment.
Grants can be spent on (please note this is not an exclusive list):
o Professional bodies.
o IT equipment.
o Respite care.
o Ambulances and mobile units.
o Hospitals at home.
o Alternative medicine, and
o Specialist training.
The majority of grants are for between £1,000 and £2,000. Higher amounts are occasionally
awarded for exceptional projects.
Please note: the Trust does not maintain a website. Further information is, however, available on
the Charity Commission website.
The application process is ongoing and interested applicants may apply at any time. The Trust
meets in June and December to consider applications.
Applications may be made in writing at any time, addressed to:
Guy Ward
Leach Fourteenth Trust
BHP Chartered Accountants
Bathurst House
86 Micklegate
York
YO1 6LQ
Email: guy.ward@bhp.co.uk
(The Trust does not advertise a phone number.)
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News from the Monitoring Officer
Standards Committee
The Standards Committee has an important role in seeking to ensure high standards of
behaviour amongst Members of the District Council as well as Parishes.
Contact details for SALC and SLCC
Somerset Association of Local Councils

Society of Local Council Clerks

Edgar Hall
Somerton Business Park
8 Cary Court
Somerton
TA11 6SB
Telephone 01458 270922

The Society of Local Council Clerks
Main Office
No.8 The Crescent
Taunton
TA1 4EA
Telephone: 01823 253646
Fax: 01823 253681 www.slcc.co.uk

Calendar of meetings for 2019/20
Mendip District Council has prepared a calendar of its public meetings to be held in
2019/2020. Please contact committee_services@mendip.gov.uk if you wish to have a copy.
It should be noted that this calendar may be subject to change. However, any changes will
be because of the timetable for Council business - it will not be possible to make changes to
suit individuals.

A date for your diary – June
Cabinet Monday 1st July 2019
18:30-20:30
Council Chamber
https://www.mendip.gov.uk/article/7629/Monday-1-July-2019

Standards Committee Tuesday2nd July 2019
14:00-16:00
Council Chamber
https://www.mendip.gov.uk/article/7713/Tuesday-2-July-2019

Wells Recreation Ground Trust Committee Tuesday 9th July 2019
18:30-20:30
Council Chamber
This meeting has been cancelled due to a lack of substantive business
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Planning Board Wednesday 17th July 2019
18:30-20:30
Council Chamber
https://www.mendip.gov.uk/article/7679/Wednesday-17-July-2019

Somerset Building Control Partnership Thursday 18th July 2019
14:00-16:00
Taunton Deane District Council
https://www.mendip.gov.uk/article/7714/Thursday-18-July-2019

Audit Committee Wednesday 24th July 2019
17:30-19:30
Council Chamber
https://www.mendip.gov.uk/article/7687/Wednesday-24-July-2019

Contact details for the committee officers are as follows:
Claire Dicken
claire.dicken@mendip.gov.uk
01749 341341
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