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APPLY NOW
Community Fund
making a difference in Mendip

You can apply for up to £500 for your community
project - Shape Mendip Lottery Community Fund
Deadline for applications:
Thursday 28th February 2019 (5pm)

www.mendip.gov.uk/communityfund
See Page 4
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Mendip Parish Forum –28th February 2019
The Mendip Parish Forum is for clerks, chairs ,elected members and community
representatives from across Mendip. The forums are held quarterly in the Council Chamber
at the Mendip District Council offices.
NEWS : Parish Forum Development
Work is ongoing on the development of the Parish Forum and planned improvements to this
bulletin. Progress will be shared on 28th February. Thank you for those who have volunteered
to be part of a working group. I will be in touch in February to share some ideas that have
been put forward to gain your feedback.
Please remember it is Your Forum – your ideas Your Forum – your ideas and agenda
items.
Please tell us what is important to you … what would items would you like on the agenda for
a future Parish Forum or have you got an item for the monthly Parish Bulletin ?

Please contact Emma Plummer - Emma.Plummer@mendip.gov.uk or call 01749 341325
Your Forum – your ideas Your Forum – your ideas and agenda items.
Please tell us what is important to you … what would like on the agenda for the next Forum
or have you got an item for the monthly Parish Bulletin ?
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Lottery
Community
Fund opens for
grant
applications in
Mendip
A grant pot of up to £10,000 has opened up this week with funds which have been raised
through a Mendip Community Lottery.
Mendip District Council have opened the Shape Mendip Community Fund for applications
this week. The fund, which shares the proceeds of the Shape Mendip Lottery, gives
Mendip organisations the chance of securing a £500 grant towards projects benefitting the
Mendip community.
The Shape Mendip Lottery is a weekly lottery that directly supports good causes which
benefit the Mendip community.
When playing the Shape Mendip Lottery 60% of your ticket price goes to good causes and
the money raised really helps benefit the local community.
Players can choose an organisation to support from the signed up causes or they can opt
to support the Shape Mendip Community Fund. It’s the donations from that fund that are
now being made available as £500 grants.
Cllr Philip Ham, portfolio holder for Transformation at Mendip District Council, said: “The
Shape Mendip Lottery was set up to help raise funds for local community and voluntary
groups and the vital work they do within Mendip.
“It’s great that we are now in a position to run the Community Fund from the funds
raised through the lottery. The total grant pot of up to £10,000 will have a positive
impact on local communities across the district.
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We are looking forward to seeing the variety of applications we will receive for projects
across Mendip.”
Organisations interested in applying for one of the £500 grants, should visit
www.mendip.gov.uk/communityfund and download the application form.
To find out more about the Shape Mendip Lottery Community Fund, visit:
www.mendip.gov.uk/communityfund and to find out more about the Shape Mendip Lottery
visit; www.shapemendiplottery.co.uk

An Introduction to Positive People
We are Positive People, and we offer a completely unique programme to anyone who is
unemployed and over 18 throughout Somerset.
Our bespoke work is funded by the European Social Fund and the National Lottery,
through the Big Lottery Fund and we would love to introduce ourselves to you!
Who are Positive People?
Positive People offers a lifeline to people who are not in work, no matter what the reason.
We believe that no individual barriers should stand in the way of what you want to achieve.
If you join our programme, we can provide you with one-to-one support to tailor your
individual plan and help you secure the future you want.
How can we help you?
So, what can we really help with and why is it worth getting in touch?
Maybe you’re a full-time parent but want to work towards getting back into
employment, education or training? Or maybe you feel isolated and want to meet
new people?
Or do you have caring responsibilities and need some support for yourself? Maybe
it’s a new direction or self employment, taking up a new hobby or improving your
health?
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Are you ex-military and looking for support on your ‘civvy-life’ journey? Or looking for a new
direction after ill health? Or maybe you just feel like you’re stuck in a rut – we’ve all been
there!
Whatever your situation, we’re not here to rush you into work. If you need to address
anxiety or isolation, access to benefits, housing, financial or other health issues, we can
provide FREE specialised support to help overcome those barriers.
Or anything else you may be struggling with!
Contact us
Please don’t be afraid to pick up the phone or drop us an email. We are all good fellows
here!
You can find out more by visiting www.positive-people.org.uk, email us at info@positivepeople.org.uk or call us on 0800 334 5525.
We really look forward to hearing from you!

Young Adults Talking Café
Health Connections are holding a regular Young Adults Talking Café at Costa Coffee High
Street Wells. (table at the rear)
It is happens alternate Thursdays and started on 10th Jan 10.30am - 1pm.
Come along for a chat and find out about services and opportunities in the Mendip Area.
For more information, contact Health Connections Mendip 01373 468368

Age UK Somerset continues its campaign
to get our older residents moving in
Mendip

Age UK Somerset is running a workshop at the Mendip District Council Offices on
Thursday 21st February for people who work with, or have an interest in enhancing
the lifestyle of older people.
Open to carers from nursing and residential homes, volunteers, helpers in care
centres and officers or “active” residents from sheltered homes, the workshop will
provide the necessary information for them to lead a chair-based, “flexercise”
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activity session for older people. Following the workshop, attendees will also be supported
by a trained and experienced leader, who will assist them with their first Flexercise
session.
Flexercise classes are incredibly effective at improving muscle strength and flexibility, as
well as providing essential social interaction. Age UK Somerset run Flexercise sessions all
over Somerset and North Somerset and they are well supported.
If you would like to find out more about the workshop, or request a booking form, please
contact Dianne Ramsay at Age UK Somerset on 01823 345626. Or email
dianne.ramsay@ageuksomerset.org.uk.

BECOME A VOLUNTEER ACTOR AND SAVE A LIFE– ‘Belong,
Contribute and Thrive’ YMCA
Tour
YMCA Mendip & South Somerset is going to
launch the ‘Belong, Contribute and Thrive’ Tour
over 2019. We will attend the main street
markets/event in the districts over 2019 with our
information point and qualified staff. As part of
this awareness project we will set up a special
street theatre performance directed by an Artistic
Director with International experience, Joanna
Procter.
YMCA Mendip & South Somerset annually
deliver a huge range of services aimed to
improve the welfare of an individual and of the
whole community.
Just to give a few examples, we provided:
30,717 safe nights and 13,648 planned
curriculum activities last year,
324 people where supported to move into their
own home,
and a Drop-in Centre was provided weekly for
whoever needed advice.
To stay responsive to an increasing community
need we have opened new services. What we
now need more of is people to decide to belong to this community transformation process
and help us in spreading the word.
We are now recruiting for volunteer actors with or without experience, but with a great
passion for drama and YMCA Mendip & South Somerset’s work.
To apply, please visit on www.mendipymca.org.uk the Vacancies’section, download
the application pack and send it back to volunteering@mendipymca.org.uk by 15th
February. For more information, please write to Alessandra Crusi at
a.crusi@mendipymca.org.uk.
Shape Mendip Creating better outcomes together
-7-

We believe in an inclusive community, which accepts people with varying skills, and support
them to find their place within our society and to thrive. Join us, become a Volunteer Actor
and make a difference now!

PIC: (L-R) Vice Chair Cllr Bryan Beha, Cllr Philip Ham, Laura Searle Head Teacher of Avalon School
and Cllr Dick Skidmore Chairman of Mendip District Council – photo credit: Shannon D’arcy
Photography

Hydrotherapy pool in Street gets a
funding boost from local council with a
grant of £25,000.
Mendip District Council presented Avalon School, based in Street Somerset, with a cheque
for £25,000 during the school assembly last week.
Cllr Dick Skidmore Chairman of Mendip District Council together with Cllr Philip Ham and
Vice Chairman Cllr Bryan Beha made the presentation to Laura Searle Head teacher of
Avalon School.
The Hydrotherapy Pool planned at Avalon School will be built within the grounds and has
been carefully designed to provide an excellent facility when finished, with the scope for
further development in the future. Once built the Hydrotherapy Pool will provide the
school with a facility meeting Sport England’s guidance, three changing cubicles,
three large showers, one accessible bathroom and changing room and a small
changing room for groups.
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Laura Searle, Head Teacher, from Avalon School, said: ‘It’s so wonderful to have reached
our target, with the help of our community here and the Local Legacy Fund, and we’re now
excited looking to get the build under way and fundraise for the equipment we need to
ensure everyone gets the most out of the pool’.
The funding boost from the council follows on from the Local Legacy Fund which was set
up back in 2015 and was administered by Mendip District Council. The Local Legacy Fund
was intended for parish or town councils, local voluntary and community organisations,
social enterprises and community interest companies.
Now closed the Local Legacy Fund supported eligible projects, in order to qualify the
projects needed to take place in the Mendip District Council area and provide a lasting
benefit to local communities and residents.
Cllr Philip Ham, Portfolio Holder for Transformation, said: “We are delighted to be
supporting this project as the introduction of a Hydrotherapy Pool at Avalon School will
provide benefits for not only the pupils but for residents across Mendip.
“Although now finalised with this final grant, the Local Legacy Fund has supported a
number of projects across the district that like the Hydrotherapy pool will have a lasting
impact on the lives of residents in Mendip.”
Cllr Dick Skidmore, said: “It’s great to see what a difference this money will make the
Hydrotherapy Pool is a great addition to the facilities already available in Mendip.”
The funding from Mendip District Council along with funds raised by pupils from the school,
a donation from a Hong Kong based charity and a grant from St James’s Place Foundation
now means that work can commence on the pool.
To find out more about Avalon School and the plans for the Hydrotherapy Pool, please
visit; www.avalonschool.net

Mendip backs initiative to help residents
cut their fuel bills
Mendip District Council is once again backing the popular Big Community Switch which is
a collective energy switching scheme which has seen some local residents save hundreds
of pounds by switching their energy supplier.
Collective Energy Switching is when consumers get together to negotiate a group deal with
gas and electricity suppliers, with a third party actively negotiating a better tariff on behalf
of the group through an auction process.
There is a vast array of options for people looking to compare the market and
switch suppliers either individually or collectively. Mendip District Council is
continuing to back The Big Community Switch run by iChoosr as one way of
helping Mendip’s residents get a better deal on their energy bills.
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The amount saved will vary, but in previous rounds of energy switching that involved
Mendip residents, people who signed up to the scheme saved an average of £205.88 on
their annual fuel bills.
The Big Community Switch, which is open to all Mendip residents, aims to help prevent
people slipping into fuel poverty by making easier and more convenient for people to
participate in energy switching.
The way the process works is:








Residents visit iChoosr’s Big Community Switch website –
www.bigcommunityswitch.com - where they can follow a simple online process to
register their interest.
Up to five households can be registered on one email address and residents without
internet access will be supported through the registration process by the council.
Mendip residents are then pooled with other local authority schemes and energy
companies bid against each other in a reverse auction to offer the group of
customers the best deal.
A no-obligation offer is then sent to each resident who has registered in the scheme
and they have a month to choose whether to accept it.
If residents choose to accept their offer they are then switched to the new supplier
and supported to ensure a smooth and hassle-free transfer.

The collective energy scheme is now open until the auction on 12 February 2019.
Cllr Philip Ham, Portfolio Holder for Transformation, said: “Collective Energy Switching has
already proved extremely popular, with people in Mendip saving an average of £205 on
their annual fuel bills.
“This is a great opportunity for people to be in with a chance of making a very impressive
saving on their energy bills, so I would encourage local people to take part – it really is a
quick and straightforward process.”
Mendip District Council has partnered with iChoosr, a leading expert in collective energy
switching, to operate the scheme in the district.
Residents who are keen to be part of the process can register online via
www.bigcommunityswitch.com, contact Mendip District Council on 0300 303 8588 or visit
any Council Access Point for more information.
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Community Funding
Spark can support groups to get themselves ready to apply for funding;
writing a constitution, getting any relevant policies and procedures in place and ensuring you
have the right management structure.
We have a funding database to search for any new funding opportunities and for groups
who need a bit more support we have recently employed a funding officer. For more
information email Sharon.Hale@sparksomerset.org.uk
THE FUTURE HIGH STREETS FUND – NOW OPEN TO APPLICATIONS
New £675 million grant programme for public and private sector partnerships to
make high streets and town centres in England fit for the future by improving
infrastructure, reducing congestion, supporting redevelopment, boosting housing
and creating workspaces.
Expression of Interest deadline: Friday 22 March 2019.
The Future High Streets Fund, which the Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local
Government (MHCLG) has just opened to applications, is a competitive funding
programme designed to renew and reshape town centres and high streets in England in a
way that improves experience, drives growth and ensures future sustainability.
MHCLG would expect to see Expressions of Interest come forward with proof of
engagement with, and support from, a number of stakeholders including the following
(where applicable):
o Mayoral and non-Mayoral Combined Authorities;
o Local Enterprise Partnerships (LEPs);
o Other tiers of local government in the area;
o Business Improvement Districts;
o The private sector; and
o Community groups
The following are not eligible for funding:
o Expanding traditional retail on a high street as such proposals should be funded
commercially, or for short term enhancements or promotions;
o Town centre areas that are not facing significant challenges; or
o Proposals that cover entire city regions, rather than a single high street or town
centre, will not be eligible for funding.
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There is a 2-stage application process.
The deadline for applications for Phase 1 calls for local authorities to submit Expressions
of Interest to highstreetsfund@communities.gov.uk, setting out their challenges and
strategic approach to regenerating town centres, is: Friday 22 March 2019.
For further information, see the Fund Prospectus or visit the government's webpage on
the Future High Streets Fund. The application form can be accessed via this link to the
GOV.UK website
THE INNOCENT FOUNDATION - Grants between £30,000 and £50,000 per year for up
to 3 years for not-for-profit organisations tackling hunger in simple yet innovative
radical ways.
Application deadline: Friday 22 February 2019
London-based The Innocent Foundation provides grants to help turn innovative and
imaginative ideas into real solutions that help the world's hungry.
The next deadline for applications is Friday 22 February 2019.
Further details about how to apply is available on the Innocent Foundation website.
Additional background information about the Foundation can also be found on the Charity
Commission website.
COMIC RELIEF CHILDREN SURVIVE AND THRIVE FUND – Grants up to £150,000 in
the UK and up to £300,000 in Kenya or Malawi for projects that help children have
the best possible start in life and become happy, healthy and confident individuals.
Application deadline: midday (12 noon) on Friday 22 March 2019.
The aim of Comic Relief’s Children Survive and Thrive Fund is to support child-centred
approaches and make progress in addressing the comprehensive development needs of
children during their early years, up to and including their transition to primary school.
These child-centred approaches should be based on recognised good practice.
The programme is open to applications now and has a deadline of 12 noon on Friday 22
March 2019. There is a two stage application process.
For further information, visit the Comic Relief website.
THE RICHARD JONES BURSARY AWARD -The Richard Jones Bursary Award
of £200 will be made to any ‘up and coming’ blacksmith who, in the opinion of the
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Guild Committee, best describes how the money would be of benefit in furthering their
blacksmithing career.
Applicants must submit the application form by 31st August latest and the successful
candidate will be decided at the Guild AGM in October.
The winning applicant is required to provide the Guild with a written or verbal account of
how the money was spent within twelve months of the award.
Further information about the bursary can be found on the Blacksmith’s Guild website,
while an application form can be accessed at this LINK.
For all other enquiries about the bursary, email info@blacksmithguild.com.
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE - VOLUNTARY, COMMUNITY AND
SOCIAL ENTERPRISE (VCSE) HEALTH AND WELL-BEING FUND 2019-2020
Application deadline: 12 noon, Friday 15 February 2019
Through this programme, the Department of Health and Social Care, NHS England and
Public Health England are working with Voluntary, Community and Social
Enterprise (VCSE) organisations in England to promote equality, address health
inequalities and support the well-being of people, families and communities.
Applications are invited from existing schemes to trial a new approach to helping children
and young people with their mental health.
Up to £510,000 is available per applicant over a 3 year period.
The deadline for applications is midday on Friday 15 February 2019.Further information is
available on the GOV.UK website.
THE PRINCE’S COUNTRYSIDE FUND – Grants up to £50,000 for UK projects that will
have a long-term sustainable impact on rural communities, with grants of up to
£25,000 available for community shops, village halls and pubs.
Application deadline: 4pm on Thursday 21 February 2019.
1. Sustaining Rural Communities
o Projects that deliver assets and services that keep isolated communities
together and develop a more sustainable rural economy;
o Developing sustainable rural community assets, businesses and services;
and/or
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o

Providing advice and new skills and business training that benefit the local economy.

2. Improving the prospects of viability for farm and rural businesses
o Projects that will focus on developing stronger, more sustainable farm businesses and
other rural enterprises with the aim of halting the decline of the rural economy;
o Encouraging local food production and short supply chains and knowledge transfer e.g.
farmer networks; and/or
o Providing new skills and training for rural, and agricultural benefit.
3. Supporting Aid Delivery in Emergency and Building Resilience
o Projects that support farm businesses, rural businesses and communities to plan for
and recover from natural disasters such as flooding or animal disease and build resilience.
Registered charities, Community Interest Companies, Social Enterprises, other forms of
not-for-profit organisations, Companies Limited by Guarantee, Community Benefit
Societies and Unincorporated Organisations may apply for a maximum of £50,000.
Shops, pubs, or village hall projects (inclusive of VAT) may apply for a grant of £25,000 for
a maximum period of three years.
The next deadline for applications is Thursday 21 February 2019.
A copy of the guidelines, together with an online application form (available following
registration) can be downloaded from The Prince's Countryside Fund website.
Applicants will be expected to supply a clear business plan which outlines their intended
activities and projected financial situation over the duration of the project.
THE DAN MASKELL TENNIS TRUST - Grants up to £1,500 to enable disabled people
in the UK to play tennis through the purchase of wheelchairs, tennis equipment and
grants for coaching.
Application deadline: Friday 15 March 2019.
The Dan Maskell Tennis Trust is currently inviting grant applications for the following:
o Wheelchairs:
o A Bag of Equipment:
o Grants for starting a disability group,
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Disability groups and programmes, clubs, schools and associations in the UK may apply
for a grant of up to £1,500.Organisations that are applying in order to purchase a
wheelchair are expected to provide a level of match funding.
The 2019 deadlines for applications are:
o Friday 15 March;
o Friday 5 July 2019; and
o Friday 4 October.
Before applying for a grant, applicants are advised to consult The Tennis Foundation
and/or their local County Tennis Association.
Further information and an application form is available to complete online on the Dan
Maskell Trust website.
THE VETERANS COMMUNITY CENTRES PROGRAMME - Capital grants up to
£150,000 for Armed Forces charities in the UK to renovate or refurbish community
halls used by veterans and their communities.
Application deadline: Monday 11 March 2019.
The programme offers two funding streams:
1. Band A grants of up to and including £30,000 to fund the total cost of the project
(including VAT). Band A grants are available across the three funding rounds.
2. Band B grants of between £30,000 and £150,000 will only be available in the third
funding round and awarded in February 2020. These grants are for more complex projects,
and it is mandatory that applicants discuss their project with the Trust before 4pm on 27
September 2019.
Applications will only be accepted from Armed Forces organisations that are registered
charities or Community Interest Companies (CIC).
Further information and an online application form, together with the application guidelines
for Bands A and B, can be found on the Armed Forces Covenant Fund Trust website.

THE W. G. EDWARDS CHARITABLE FOUNDATION – Grants up to £3,000 for
registered charities providing care for older people aged 65 and over within
the UK
Application deadline: none – applications may be made at any time.
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Applications may be made at any time in writing following the guidelines available on the
Foundation’s website.
THE RURAL FOUR GRANT PROGRAMME - Up to 10 grants of £25,000 are available
each year for rural community projects in England, Scotland and Wales that aim to
improve the well-being of isolated communities in deprived areas, particularly for
projects that tackle isolation and improve the health and well-being of people living
in sparsely populated areas.
Application deadline: none – applications may be made at any time. The Rural Four
Grant Programme is a Prince’s Countryside Fund grant programme that provides support
for community projects in England, Scotland and Wales. The project seeks to reach out
and engage with up to 10 rural communities annually to help deliver and reinvigorate
community assets and services.
Applications may be made at any time and are considered every 3 months.
For further information about the programme and how to apply, visit the Prince’s
Countryside Fund website.

TECH FOR GOOD - Grants up to £48,000 for UK based not-for-profit organisations to
develop or scale up digital products or services.
Application deadline: Monday 25 March 2019 (scheme opens to applications on
Monday 11 February 2019).
Comic Relief's Tech for Good programme provides an opportunity for not-for-profit
organisations that already have some technological capacity to take their digital innovation
projects forward to create social change by delivering new ideas or more effective digital
services.
Applications will next be accepted from Monday 11 February 2019 to Monday 25 March
2019.
An online application form will be available on the Comic Relief website when the scheme
opens to applications (details aren't on the Comic Relief website yet).
Further information about the programme is available on the Tech for Good Hub
website.
MONEY SAVING EXPERT ‘RAISING THE NEXT GENERATION’ GRANTS Grants up to £7,500 available to UK not-for-profit organisations for projects
relating to the delivery of financial skills to different defined groups.
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Application deadline: programme opens on Monday 4 February with a deadline of
Friday 1 March or when 40 applications are received, whichever is the sooner.
Applicants are therefore strongly advised to apply as soon as possible after the
programme opens to applications.
A grant eligibility quiz, online application form, guidance notes and FAQs are available on
the MSE Charity website.

News from the Monitoring Officer
Standards Committee
The Standards Committee has an important role in seeking to ensure high standards of
behaviour amongst Members of the District Council as well as Parishes.
Contact details for SALC and SLCC
Somerset Association of Local Councils

Society of Local Council Clerks

Edgar Hall
Somerton Business Park
8 Cary Court
Somerton
TA11 6SB
Telephone 01458 270922

The Society of Local Council Clerks
Main Office
No.8 The Crescent
Taunton
TA1 4EA
Telephone: 01823 253646
Fax: 01823 253681 www.slcc.co.uk

Parish Declaration of Interest Forms
Guidance for completing the Parish Declaration of Interest Forms can be found on the
website following the link http://www.mendip.gov.uk/article/2321/Parish-Councils

Calendar of meetings 2018-2019
Mendip District Council has prepared a calendar of its public meetings to be held in
2018/2019. Please contact committee_services@mendip.gov.uk if you wish to have a copy.
It should be noted that this calendar may be subject to change. However, any changes will
be because of the timetable for Council business - it will not be possible to make changes to
suit individuals.
The calendar was agreed by the meeting of Full Council in May 2018.
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A date for your diary
Scrutiny Board, Monday 4 February 2019
Starting on 04 Feb 19 at 18:00 for 3 hours until 21:00
Monday 4 February 2019
This meeting will be held in the Council Chamber, Mendip District Council, Shepton Mallet
at 6.30 pm.
Licensing Board, Wednesday, 6 February 2019
Starting on 06 Feb 19 at 18:30 for 3 hours until 21:30
Wednesday, 6 February 2019
This meeting will be held in the Council Chamber, Mendip District Council, Shepton Mallet
at 6.30 pm.
Cabinet, Monday, 18 February 2019
Starting on 18 Feb 19 at 18:30 for 3 hours until 21:30
Monday, 18 February 2019
This meeting will be held in the Council Chamber, Mendip District Council, Shepton Mallet.
The meeting will commence at 6.30 pm. An agenda will be published 7 days ahead of the
meeting.
Planning Board, Wednesday, 20 February 2019
Starting on 20 Feb 19 at 18:00 for 3 hours until 21:00
Wednesday, 20 February 2019
This meeting will be held in the Council Chamber, Mendip District Council, Shepton Mallet
at 6 pm. An agenda will be published 7 days ahead of the meeting.
Full Council, Monday 25 February 2019
Starting on 25 Feb 19 at 18:00 for 3 hours until 21:00
Monday, 25 February 2019
This meeting will be held in the Council Chamber starting at 6.30 pm. An agenda will be
published 7 days ahead of the meeting.
Wells Recreation Ground Trust Committee, Wednesday, 27 February 2019
Starting on 27 Feb 19 at 18:30 for 3 hours until 21:30
Wednesday 27 February 2019
This meeting will be held in the Council Chamber, Mendip District Council Offices, Shepton
Mallet at 6.30pm.
Contact details for the committee officers are as follows:
Claire Dicken
claire.dicken@mendip.gov.uk
01749 341341
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