The Somerset Levels and Moors Task Force:
A Vision for the Somerset Levels and Moors in 2030
We see the Somerset Levels and Moors in 2030 as a thriving, nature-rich wetland
landscape, with grassland farming taking place on the majority of the land. The
impact of extreme weather events is being reduced by land and water management in
both the upper catchments and the flood plain and by greater community resilience.
•

The landscape remains one of open pasture land divided by a matrix of ditches and
rhynes, often bordered by willow trees. Extensively managed wet grassland
dominates the scene with the majority of the area in agriculture in 2010 still being
farmed in 2030.

•

The floodplains are managed to accommodate winter flooding whilst reducing flood
risk elsewhere. These flood events are widely recognised as part of the special
character of the Levels and Moors.

•

The frequency and duration of severe flooding has been reduced, with a
commensurate reduction in the flood risk to homes, businesses and major roads in
the area.

•

During the summer months there is an adequate supply and circulation of high
quality irrigation water to meet the needs of the farmers and wildlife in the wetlands.
On the low-lying peat moors, water levels have been adopted which conserve peat
soils and avoid the loss of carbon to the atmosphere. Water quality has improved and
meets all EU requirements.

•

The Levels and Moors are regarded as one of the great natural spectacles in the UK
and Europe with a mix of diverse and valuable habitats. Previously fragmented
habitats such as fen and flower-rich meadows have been re-connected and are
widely distributed. In the north of the area over 1,600 ha are managed as reed-bed,
open water and bog. Elsewhere the populations of breeding waders exceed 800
pairs. Each winter the wetlands attract large numbers of wintering wildfowl and
waders regularly exceeding 130,000 birds. Wetland species such as Crane, Bittern
and pollinator populations flourish.

•

Optimum use is being made of the agricultural potential of the Levels and Moors,
particularly on the higher land, whilst unsustainable farming practices have been
adapted or replaced to secure a robust, sustainable base to the local economy

•

New businesses, including those based on ‘green tourism’, have developed, meeting
the needs of local people and visitors alike, while brands based on the area’s special
qualities are helping farmers to add value to the meat, milk and other goods and
services that they produce.

•

The internationally important archaeological and historic heritage of the area is
protected from threats to its survival and is justly celebrated, providing a draw to
visitors and a source of pride and identity to local communities.

•

Farmers and landowners are rewarded financially for the public benefits and
ecosystem services they provide by their land management including flood risk
management, coastal management, carbon storage and the natural environment.
Somerset Levels and Moors Task Force January 31, 2014

